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West Emory NEWS 

Thursday Evening, April 2nd at 7 pm 

The Maundy Thursday Service is a deeply

moving worship service in which 

we remember and celebrate the 

final supper Jesus shared with 

his disciples, as well as share 

with our risen Lord a foretaste of 

the heavenly banquet.  Maundy 

is from the Latin, mandatum, 

which means commandment. “I 

give you a new commandment.” 

(John 13:34) This service is appro-

priate for all ages. 

Photo by  

Matthew Whitehead 

Sunday, March 29th 

Pancake Breakfast  
Beginning at 9 am in the 

Fellowship Hall  

hosted by the  

Men in the Church. 

My Dear Friends, 

As you may know by now, West Emory Presbyterian Church has received a grant of 

$41,793 to enable me, your pastor, to participate in the 2014 National Clergy Renew-

al Program funded by the Indianapolis-based Lilly Endowment Inc. West Emory is one 

of 140 congregations across the country selected to participate in this competitive 

grant program. Established by the Endowment in 2000, the program’s grants allow 

Christian congregations to support their pastors with the gift of extended time away 

from their ministerial duties and responsibilities.  

Ministers whose congregations are awarded the grants use their time away from the 

demands of daily ministry to engage in a period of reflection and renewal. The ap-

proach respects the “Sabbath time” concept, offering ministers a carefully considered 

respite that may include travel, study, rest, immersive arts and cultural experiences, 

and prayer.  

“Creativity is God’s gift to us. Using our creativity is our gift back to God.” 
Julia Cameron—The Artist’s Way 

The purpose of our grant is to provide time and resources to explore and experience 

the variety of ways God, our Creator, is calling us to use our creative gifts as individu-

als and as a worshiping community. Our theme for the endeavor is 

Reclaiming Creativity—Artistically, Spiritually, Physically, and Intellectually. 

After twenty-five years in the pastoral ministry without a substantial break, I am realiz-

ing what a gift it will be to have an extended time for renewal; a time to reclaim the 

creative essence of who I am as a child of God that I have allowed to be pushed aside 

and become dormant by the day to day routine and responsibilities of being a pastor. 

(cont. page 3) 



Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through the  

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering to bring God’s love to those experiencing need. 

Catastrophic storms, mudslides, earthquakes and wildfires; war and political uprisings in 

Europe, Asia, Africa and across the globe; and stories of disasters, hunger, poverty, and 

other tragedies fill our newspapers and television screens on a daily basis. With such  

stories, it is easy to become disheartened and experience compassion fatigue.  

And yet through abundant and generous gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing,  

Presbyterians have for years faithfully heeded God’s call to serve people seeking to 

reclaim and restore their lives. 

Where does the money go? Your gift to this offering allows Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to restore communi-

ties around the world affected by disaster, including those still recovering from hurricanes, tornadoes and floods in 

our country. It helps the Presbyterian Hunger Program work with Presbyterians and other partners to alleviate hun-

ger and eliminate its causes in this country and internationally. This annual offering also makes it possible for Self-

Development of People to affirm the dignity of all by assisting in empowerment of economically poor, oppressed, 

and disadvantages people. The Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36 percent of undesignated One Great 

Hour of Sharing gifts, while the Self-Development of People and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance each receive 32 

percent. 

This Easter I hope you will join me in giving generously to this compassionate, life-saving and life-renewing ministry 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA). May the blessing , love and grace of our Lord and Savior be with you during this 

holy season of Lent and Eastertide.       Yours in Christ,  Miki  

     Witness to the Resurrection - Easter Sunday 

   It often feels like we live in a Good Friday world. We feel entombed in darkness and 

we struggle to hold on to the promise of the resurrection.  

   And yet, look around. God’s creation is proclaiming “Hallelujah!” Hope abounds. The 

trees and flowers are bearing witness to new life.  

   Poet Ann Weems speaks of this when she writes: 

“Easter comes. The shroud that covered the world is destroyed; for our God 

has swallowed death. We shall no longer look for him among the dead. 

He calls to us to follow, to believe in our hearts that the people of the world will 

someday love one another. Really love one another. If we believe, we know that 

that is not a naïve hope, but God’s promise. We shall not die, but we will live in 

him who died for us. 

   On Easter morning and on every morning, let us in chorus sing: “This is the day the 

Lord has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it!” And then with Mary, let us run to tell the others: We have seen 

Jesus!”                   Invite someone to join you for worship this Easter Sunday- 10:30 am. 

Flower Cross 
This Easter Sunday you are 

invited to bring spring  

flowers from 

your garden 

or store 

bought  

to turn our 

Lenten cross of crucifixion 

into a beautiful cross of  

resurrection.  

Once again the youth of our congregation will be hosting the 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

for the children of our church family and 

friends in our area. The youth will be 

filling the colorful plastic eggs on Palm 

Sunday after worship.  

If you would like to donate a bag or 

two of individually wrapped Easter 

candy, then bring it to breakfast with 

you on Palm Sunday.      Page 2 

http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/hunger/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/sdop/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/pda/


"WECEC held registration for our Summer and Fall semesters in February. It's shap-

ing  up to be a great year! We are looking forward to serving our many returning fam-

ilies, as well as, welcoming new families to our center! 

We are doing some “spring cleaning” at West Emory to help get ready for our annual 

assessments in April! We will be holding work days at West Emory on Saturday, 

March 28th, and Saturday, April 4th from 9:00 am -1:00 pm. We welcome anyone who wants to come help out! 

WECEC will be closed on Friday, April 3rd, in observance of Good Friday." 

News from Child Enrichment Center — Tiffany Tallent, Director 
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Dear West Emory Church Family, 

We would like to say thank you to the women of the church for the wonderful shower 

thrown for Jen in anticipation of Adam and Sam’s arrival in the very near future! The 

support we know we can count on from West Emory and our Church family are a big 

part of the reason we feel we are able to welcome two boys into our family at once. 

We cannot wait for them to experience worship and fellowship at West Emory. We know they will feel 

as welcome and loved as all who enter our Church. Thank you West Emory for all that you are and do! 

Peace and Blessings, 

Seth, Jennifer, Noah, Adam, and Sam Fischer 

Pastor’s Pen (cont.) 

What is truly exciting and timely about this period of renewal and reclaiming my creativity is how providentially it 

coincides with the congregation’s readiness and eagerness to enter into a new and expanded phase of our minis-

try together.  

We have begun to be much more intentional about using our creative gifts in worship, both liturgically and musical-

ly, through the visual and performing arts. Our goal is to provide avenues for all our members to find expression for 

their gifts in ministry and service. When I discovered the wealth of opportunities for reclaiming one’s artistic self at 

the John C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown, NC, it made my heart sing. I knew instantly that this was the place 

for me. During my two weeks there in June, I will be taking classes in Cooking of Northern India, Mountain Land-

scapes in Watercolor, and Steel Drum and Ukulele. What a great way to get the creative juices flowing! 

l will be spending the month of July in Scotland immersing my spiritual self in the life-giving vistas of the Scottish 

highlands, in the hospitality and cultural richness of its villages and towns, and in pilgrimage to two unique spiritual 

places—the communities of Findhorn and Iona. I look forward to returning to Scotland not as a student or tourist 

but as a pilgrim and explorer paying careful attention to and seeking out and photographing God’s creation and 

creating presence embodied in this wonderful country. On Iona I plan on using my time in reflective retreat and 

worship nurturing my prayer life, exploring the creative imagery that is the essence of Celtic spirituality and listen-

ing for the voice of God in the stillness of my surroundings. I am also looking forward to traveling with my sister, 

Kathy, exploring the roots of my biological and spiritual ancestors and spending time with my dear friends whom I 

consider my Scottish family, reconnecting with their lives and updating them on mine. 

And finally I look forward to a week of intellectual renewal at Montreat in August attending a Roads Scholar pro-

gram on The Life and Works of C. S. Lewis: Inspiration, Belief, and the Power of Language. I foresee bringing this 

renewed energy for creativity—Artistically, Spiritually, Physically, and Intellectually— back to the congregation as we 

discover new ways to expand our opportunities for using the creative gifts God has given each of us. 

While I am away the session has invited the Rev. Dwyn Mounger to be Pastor-in-Residence as well as three out-

standing guest preachers for six of the Sundays. More about this later.       Blessings,  Miki  
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April: 4 - Matthew White-

head, 5 - Marilyn Felts and 

Arlo Atwood, 8 - Luis 

Porras, 10 - Gwen Bridge, 

19 -Lulu Atwood, 30 - Ann 

Rust 

March 29 - Passion/Palm Sunday   

 Pancake Breakfast -  9 am 

 Worship Service - 10:30 am 

 Benevolence Fund Offering 

 Youth Group - after breakfast to stuff eggs 

April 1 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

         2 - Maundy Thursday Service - 7 pm 

         3 - Good Friday 

         5 - Easter Sunday 

 Worship Service -  10:30 am 

 Session Meeting w/New Members - 9:30 am  

 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering  

 Easter Egg Hunt following worship 

         8 -  Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

       11 - Memorial Service for Stan Johnson - 2 pm 

   Cub Scout Pinewood Derby - -5 pm 

  -    12 - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

       15 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

       19 - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

       22 - Choir Rehearsal - 7 pm 

       25 - Church Work Day - 9 am  

       26 - Worship Service - 10:30 am 

The Session meets Thursday,  

April 23rd at 7 pm. 

Calendar of Events 
Our New Church Directories are ready to be 

picked up on the nametag table in the hallway. A 

special thank you to Ann Rust and Ann Naylor for 

undertaking this project. 

Come join us for our  

Annual Spring Cleaning  
at the church.  On Saturday, April 25th, we will be touching up 

the paint, tackling the flowerbeds and grounds around the church, 

tidying the kitchen, washing windows, dusting the sanctuary as well as whatever else needs do-

ing. A special focus this year will be sprucing up our Church Graveyard. We will begin gathering 

around 9:00 am or so. Bring your tools and cleaning supplies and stay as long as you can. There 

is something to do for all ages. Many hands make light work. Lunch will be provided. (Rain 

date—May 2) If you see some maintenance items that need attention, please contact Jon 

Michel or Seth Fischer. There is a red Church Repair Book in Jon’s Elder box in the church 

office where you can list things that need fixing. 

  Have you Registered Yet? 
     Camp John Knox 2015 
A place for Faith.  
      A place for Adventure.  
 A place for Memories 
With camps for all ages, there is 

a place for you at John Knox. Check out the 
website for more information.   
johnknoxcenter.org 

Our Sympathy is extended to the family of our dear friend, long-time choir member, Stan 

Johnson, who died, Feb. 10, in Carmichael, California. There will be a Memorial Service 

honoring Stan’s life on Saturday, April 11th at 2 pm at West Emory Church. Please remem-

ber Becky Reno and Karen and Ben Cobb and the rest of Stan's family in your prayers.  

 

Our Sympathy to Virginia Slusher and her family in the loss of her husband, Robert, who died on March 2, 2015. 

The Slushers are long-time members of West Emory Church and moved to Marion, Virginia a few years ago. Bob’s 

Service of Remembrance was held in Virginia and the family requests that memorials be made in his name to West 

Emory Presbyterian Church for the Building Fund.  



We are delighted to welcome our newest members: 

Kenneth and Laura Atwood and Darrin and Susan Mann 
who joined the West Emory family of faith on March 1, 2015.  

Kenneth and Laura Atwood joined the church by Reaffirmation of Faith and Darrin and 

Susan Mann by Transfer of Membership from Farragut Presbyterian Church. 

The Atwoods are both educators teaching Spanish—Kenneth at the Webb School 

and Laura at the University of Tennessee and Maryville College. They have two chil-

dren, Lulu, age 6 and Arlo, age 3. Kenneth enjoys fly fishing and fly tying; Laura en-

joys running, meditation, animals, art and painting; Lulu is interested in art 

taekwondo, animals and dance and attends Alcoa Elementary School; and Arlo en-

joys comedy, taekwondo and attending West Emory Child Enrichment Center.   

Darrin Mann is currently employed at Y-12 site where he manages the analyti-

cal chemistry lab. Susan is a fifth grade teacher at Farragut Intermediate 

School. They have four adult sons and enjoy the outdoors and hiking along 

many of the nearby trails. Darrin runs and plays soccer as well as coaching the 

Farragut Middle School cross country team. Susan likes to read and do 

needle-point.  

Laura, Arlo, Kenneth and Lulu Atwood 

Susan and Darrin Mann 

The approved 2015 Budget for West Emory Presbyterian Church comes to a total of $156,320, which is an  

average of about $13,027 per month. This budget includes all expected operating costs, and sets out an equal 

amount of income to cover those costs. It does not include “pass-thru” items such as special offerings or the 

“Pumpkin Patch”. A basic summary of this budget would be: 

Income: Pledged Offerings $   97,840 

Non-Pledged Offerings       16,240 

WECEC Occupancy Support      40,140 

Interest & Other Income        2,100 

Total: $ 156,320 

Expenses: Repairs & Maintenance $   23,160 

Utilities       12,120 

Education & Fellowship        3,530 

Worship      16,610 

Presbytery Commitment        6,000 

Administrative         6,300 

Pastor’s Package      87,600 

Other Expenses        1,000 

Total: $ 156,320 

At the end of February, expected income and expenses each would be about $26,054. Actual figures were:  

Budgeted Income $ 25,752 

Budgeted Expenses $ 25,651 

Pledges collected total $ 16,075, which is about $ 200 less than expected at this time. 

Respectfully submitted by: William C. Hall, Treasurer     Page 5 

Treasurer’s Report — Bill Hall 
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1035 Emory Church Road@ 

Westland Drive 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37922 

Phone: 865-690-5333 

www.westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

minister@westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 

The Mission of our congregation is to grow as disciples of our Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ and to reach out into the community and the world in his name. 

Through worship, study, fellowship and outreach, we are committed to serve God 

with joy and enthusiasm and to welcome all persons into this family of faith,  

the Body of Christ. 

W e s t  E m o r y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h

Ministers: 
  The Congregation 
Pastor: 
  The Rev. Dr. Augusta B. “Miki” Vanderbilt 
Music Director: 
  Gwen Bridge 

Pianist: 
  Louise Edwards 

Clerk of Session: 
  Belinda McCall 

Treasurer: 
  Bill Hall 

Christian Ed. Coordinator: 
  Linda Whitehead 
Director of Child Enrichment Center: 
  Tiffany Tallent 

West Emory in the Snow 

Photos by 

Rena McAlister 


